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separated molecules of the convex part, and their Potential Energy becomes Kinetic. Through the medium of the string it is communicated to the arrow. The arrow flies rapidly through the air, parts with a small portion of its Energy by friction, but retains most of it till it pierces the target. Here, part of its Energy is used up in producing separation between the particles ; while the remainder is given off in the form of heat. And so all our Energy is once more yielded up from its original possessor, the bow.
Again, let us take a case where chemical activity is concerned. A lump of coal possesses Potential Energ}71 in the separation of its atoms from those oxygen atoms towards which it is attracted by Chemical Affinity. So long as they are merely in mechanical conjunction with one another, the interference of some other Force (probably cohesion) prevents them from aggregating. But when a Liberating Energy is applied in the shape of a match, the atoms rush together in a mutual embrace. Their Potential Energy becomes Kinetic, and they aggregate. But the Energy of their separation is not destroyed. It is communicated to the ether as Radiant Heat. In. this state it may either pass away from our earth altogether, or it may be communicated to other bodies, in which case it is said to be absorbed. Let us suppose it is absorbed by a boiler of water. The water moleculess Kinetic, and they roll down the mountain
